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Oakland County 
GLRI Green Streets Grant 

“Restoring the Erie Corridor 
through Green Streets”               



 
Southeast Michigan  
20 miles northwest of Detroit 
 
Consists of 910 square miles 
 
Population of 1.2 million 
 
More than 1,400 lakes 
 
Headwaters of five major 
rivers 
 
Nearly 96 miles of regional 
trails 
 
And 60,000 acres of parkland  
 



Oakland County’s  

Green Infrastructure Vision 

Completed in 2009 



County Campus Opportunity:  
• 260 acres actively managed 
• 100 acres irrigated  

• 5 miles of road 

 

 

County Campus Issues: 
• Ponding Water - Heavy Clay 

Soil With Almost No Soil 

Absorption 

• Road Runoff  

• Large unused mowed areas 



Partners/advisors:  

 
Oakland County 

 

• Facilities Maintenance & 

Operations  

 
• Planning 

 

• Water Resources 

Commissioner's Office 

 
• Road Commission 

 
• Parks 

Main Project Goals:  
 

 

• Cut down on lawn 

maintenance expense  

 

• Enhance the viewshed 
 

• Change the campus 

(turf grass) culture 

 
• Reduce runoff - send 

cleaner water into the 

system 
 



Project is in the Clinton 

River Watershed - The  

most populated  

watershed in state 

But Paint Creek within 

the Watershed is a 

High quality Coldwater 

Trout Stream 

Trout Streams 

Watershed 





North Focus Area 

South Focus Area 

• Ponding Water/Flooding 

• Large unused mowed areas  

• Road Runoff  

• High visibility  

     (Over 27,000 vehicles a day) 



North Focus Area 

South Focus Area 

Identified: 
 

• 15 individual native plant grow 

zones areas… 

 

• About 16 acres… 

 

• Areas that receive a majority of 

the county campus roadway 

runoff… 

 



Drainage Area 

Calculations  

Planting Plans 

• Wildflower & Grass Seed  

• Wildflower Plugs 

• Trees   

• Shrubs 



 

When choosing our 

vendors, we wanted to…. 
 

1 - Use plants that are truly native 

to the area 

  

2 - Support our local businesses 

  

3 - Work with and learn from 

experts in the field 



Soil consideration 
Poor/wet/dry 

Need for 

salt-tolerant 

plants 



Not Available 

(Buttonbush)  

Not Available 

(Tamarack)  

Not Available 

(Red Elderberry)  

Availability 
Seed/Trees/Shrubs 



Weather 
Hot/Wet/snow 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://wwf.panda.org/?199899/Combating-climate-change&sa=U&ei=keRXU_y1I4rB2wX7loD4Cg&ved=0CEoQ9QEwDg&usg=AFQjCNGGrBdKzg8OXYtVlN5V-wGITfOQHw


Maintenance 
Yep…it’s ongoing  

Controlled burn 

Mowing (spring/fall)  

Weed Control 



No Till Seeder 

Treated Grass 

Ready for seed 



July color (year 2) 



Signs & Landscape Border 



Thank You… 
If possible…let it stand 

over the winter…it’s a 

Great source of shelter 

& winter food 

Jim Keglovitz – Oakland County 
Economic Development & 

Community Affairs 
Phone: 248.858.5447 
Email: keglovitzj@oakgov.com 

mailto:keglovitzj@oakgov.com

